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CFAQ COMMITTEE 2009/10 

 
PRESIDENT 
Richard Roylance (95 Child Protection) 
Ph 07 3511 1160 Mob 0411601681 
Email: RRoylance1@mac.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Elissa Morriss (05 Adults with Brain Injuries 
Ph (H) 07 3871 3714 (W) 07 3406 2311 Mob 0412387137 
Email: elissa.morriss@gmail.com 
 
TREASURER 
Matthew Shepherd (05 ATC Refresher Courses) 
Ph (H) 07 3866 3575 Mob 0427 887742 
Email: zzmattt@gmail.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Areti Gavrilidis (Enhancements for Clinical Research) 
Ph (W) 07 3240 7665 Mob 0411 234712 
Email: areti_gavrilidis@health.qld.gov.au 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jane Virtue (87 Sailing Teaching) 
Ph (H) 07 3286 6171, Mob 0418 876712 
Email jane.virtue@bigpond.com 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
John Beirne (95 Social Planning) 
Ph ( H) 07 3379 5898 
Email: jbeirne4@gmail.com 
 
Fiona Bogossian (06 Education & Regulation of Doulas) 
Ph (H) 07 3366 5953 (W) 07 3346 4853 Mob 0421 773919 
Email: f.bogossian@uq.edu.au 
 
Fiona Hawthorne (07 Perinatal Palliative Care) 
Ph (H) 07 3892 3334.  (W) 07 3365 5066 Mob 0415 943059  
Email:  f.hawthorne@uq.edu.au 
 
Robyn Potter (98 Indigenous Land Use) 
Ph (H) 07 30236704 Mob 0409 055858 
Email rpotter@efelix.com.au 
 
Katie Walker (06 Clinical Simulation) 
Ph (H) 07 3397 7948 (W) 07 3131 6883 Mob 0432 462385 
Email: Katie.L.Walker@dhs.vic.gov.au 
 
 

In this Newsletter 
1. Christmas Party 
2. President’s Christmas Message 
3. Fellows on the Go 
4. Returning Fellows 
5. Churchill Dinner 
6. Introducing Your Editor 

THE WINSTON CHURCHILL MEMORIAL TRUST 
Churchill House, 30 Balmain Crescent, ACTON, ACT2061 
Ph 02 62478333 Freecall 1600777231 Fax 02 62498944 
Website: www.churchilltrust.com.au 
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It is now November 2009, and we come to the end of another eventful year for the Queensland Fellowship.   
 
Thanks as always to the hard working CFAQ Committee members for their efforts in managing the organisation, 
and running the various events the CFAQ coordinated throughout 2009.  Special acknowledgement, as always, 
to Jane Virtue in her role as the tireless editor of this journal.   
 
Congratulations to the successful applicants for WCMT Fellowships in 2009 – most of whom have departed for 
far shores, and many of whom have returned, still afire from the magic of the experience. For your edification. 
you will find in this issue a selection of these individual stories. 
 
The 2009 CFAQ Annual Dinner was a great success.  We had a very large turnout – ‘Packed to the Rafters’  in 
fact - and the feedback from attendees was very positive.  The Committee will explore the possibilities of a 
larger venue for 2010, and my advice is to book earlier!!   
Many of you would have seen the Stateline Program about the WCMT and the 2009 Queensland Fellows which 
went to air on the ABC just after the Annual Dinner.  In addition, you would all be aware of the regular media 
attention that the activities of Queensland Fellows attract.  It is always a delight to open a newspaper; switch on 
the TV or radio; or (for your techies) log-on to the World Wide Web and see our CFAQ colleagues strutting their 
stuff for the broader community good.   
 
Please note that the WCMT National Website has been upgraded.  I recommend a visit – as the Fellows Reports 
section is now a fascinating repository of, and testament to, the breadth and depth of the work undertaken by 
Australian Fellows over the past decades.   
 
The next (and final) CFAQ event for 2009 is the Annual Christmas Party scheduled for Sunday 13 December – 
details are inside this issue.  A reminder for those of you who don’ t enjoy a steep climb, that level access to our 
home can also be obtained by way of the easement at the rear of the house.   
 
A very happy holiday season to you all! 
 
Very Best wishes 
 

 
 
Richard Roylance 
CFAQ President (2008-10) 
Email: rroylance1@mac.com 
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I was asked today what I got my Fellowship for and 
as the newsletter was a bit light on decided to write 
a thumbnail sketch.  
The rest of the committee will follow in due course!! 
I am one of the “old Fellows”  that people talk about. 
Some would even say ancient!! 
 
The headmistress of the boarding school I attended 
as a child, The Glennie School, told us “Remember 
girls, a Glennie girl can do anything” . With this in 
mind I decided I did not want an ‘ordinary’  job 
when I left school. 
 
After a stint at home on a sheep station as a 
‘Jillaroo,’  my first profession was as a Flying 
Instructor at Archerfield Aerodrome. Like a lot of 
pilots, fascinated with the elements, sailing was a 
sport/recreation. 
 
As my two children were growing up I decided I 
needed more time with the family and thought that a 
Sailing School where the kids could work in the 
holidays, was the perfect answer. As I was a bit of a 
slave driver I do not think that the rest of the family 
were quite so enthusiastic!! 
 
Our holiday home at Coochiemudlo Island became 
the base for a live in sailing school. There were not 
too many holidays after that. All school holidays 
were spent running 5 day holiday camps for 
children. Our protégées are now dotted all over the 
sailing industry 
 

 
 
One day a sailing colleague, Earle who worked with 
Noel Busch (78 Electricity in Coal Mines) suggested 
that I apply for a Churchill Fellowship. 
I did not think that I had a hope in hell, but decided to 
humour him. Noel briefed me on how to apply and 
when miracle of miracles I was asked to attend an 
interview, Earle and Noel told me what to expect 
from the interview. 
“Don’ t overdress and don’ t go on with a lot of 
bullshit,”  I was told.”  Just be your usual enthusiastic 
self”  
 
Strangely, although it was really intimidating to front 
up to 12 people at a big table, the interview seemed 
to go quite well and I was surprised that they were all 
interested in what I had to say. 
I have since spent four years on the other side of the 
table as part of the interviewing panel. I always felt 
for the nervous ones. 
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In due course I 
received a phone call 
to say that I was 
successful!! Wow!! I 
think I was the real 
“ordinary Australian”  
that we hear about in 
Churchill Trust 
Promotions. Not a 
single degree, just a 
basic education but 
hungry to learn.  
 
I spent three months in 
Germany and the UK, 
visiting some sailing 
schools and working in 
others and came back 
full of enthusiasm and 
with lots of ideas for Sailing training in Queensland. 
As I have often heard other Fellows say, although I 
learnt a lot, the big plus was the reinforcement that 
what we were doing in Australia was ‘pretty good’ . 
 
After I handed in my report, with a copy to 
Queensland Yachting Association, in which I was 
very vocal as to what should happen to training in 
Queensland, I was offered the position of State 
Director of Coaching. The Churchill Fellowship had 
given the confidence to go out and put what I had 
learned into practice  
The achievement that I am most proud of is 
instigating interschool sailing competition in the 
form of team racing and having sailing accepted as a 
school sport in both the state and private school 
system. The first Interschool Team Racing National 
Championships were held at Coochie Mudlo Sailing 
School, in 1990 with 4 states competing. National 
Championships are now held in every state with 
each state fielding at least 2 teams. Royal 
Queensland Yacht Squadron has a fleet of boats 
used only for team racing and runs school 
competition every weekend. 
 
In between teaching and coaching I raced sailing 
dinghies. In 1987 the 470 was named the women’s 
class for the Olympics in Pusan, so for the first time 
it was all go for women sailors. Special regattas 
even!! 
 
Eventually dinghy sailing became too much like 
hard work for aging bones and muscles, so I moved 
into yachts. The good thing about sailing is its 
suitability for all ages, a bit like Shakespeare’s’  
Seven Ages of Man’ , from the infant to the aged. 
My grandkids have been sailing with us from when 

they were infants and 
some have now 
progressed to sailing 
their own Sabots. 
I am at the other end 
of the scale. I wonder 
what I will be doing 
when I reach the 
‘seventh stage of 
man’  
 
 Sailing means many 
things to many people 
– leisurely cruises on 
fine days to high 
performance racing in 
a huge variety of 
boats.  
 

I now crew on my partner Dave Waller’s French 
designed yacht Medina, a Beneteau 42s7.  We race 
most weekends and in the RQYS Wednesday 
WAGS races. We enjoy extended cruising trips 
when time permits. Although I would not class our 
cruising as leisurely, we go armed with computers 
and any other electronic ‘ toys’  that Dave can get his 
hands on. We also usually choose a route that 
challenges our navigation, where possible. 
 
If any Churchill Fellows are interested in learning 
how to crew on a racing yacht, let me know as we 
are in the process of training more crew. The 
weekend races are full on and we sail with a crew of 
up to 8.  WAGS races are more low key (no 
spinnakers), what do you expect from Wednesday 
Afternoon Gentlemen Sailing. 
There are a variety of crew jobs on a racing boat 
from the reasonably athletic forward hand to people 
like me who helm or navigate, tasks  which do not 
require quite  so much muscle. For the electronically 
minded, Medina has 4 GPSs, Radar, AIS 
(Automatic Identification System).  
 
I have not completely given up on sailing training, 
apart from training crew, once a year I coach at a 
school holiday dinghy training course in Hobart, 
where my three grandsons live and sail their sabots. 
 
Although it is over twenty years since I was 
awarded a Churchill Fellowship, I am still reaping 
the benefits in many ways, not the least being  some 
of the great friends I have made. Dave and I have 
been to all four of the National Churchill 
Conventions and never cease to be amazed at the 
diversity and dedication of Churchill Fellows. 
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From Alexis Kenny - 2007 Advanced 
Flute Performance & Dame Roma 
Mitchell Churchill Fellowship. 
 

Irit Silver (2009Orchester  Leadership) and I really 
enjoyed playing at the recent Churchill Dinner. It 
was great meeting so many interesting, motivated 
and community-minded people. 

Pianist Mitchell Leigh accompanied us during the program 
which included excerpts from Bach©s Suite in b minor BWV 
1067, Saint-Saens© Sonata for clarinet and piano, and 
Choros No. 2 by Villa-Lobos. 
 
Irit is very much looking forward to the 18th of January 
when she will commence her Fellowship. As you are 
probably already aware, Irit will pursue her studies 
primarily in Germany.  
 
Since I returned to Australia in April last year, I have won 
the position of Principal Flute with The Queensland 
Orchestra. After successfully passing my trial in March, I 
have been involved in auditioning the Associate Flute and 
Principal Piccolo positions, as well as many other 
vacancies. The orchestra has had an incredibly busy year 
under the baton of our Chief Conductor, Johannes Fritzsch. 
 
Queensland Orchestra has re-branded and are now the 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra. In some very exciting 
news for the orchestra, we are to relocate from our rehearsal 
studio in West End to a glamorous new ©home© with the 
ABC at Southbank in 2012. We will then be rehearsing and 
performing in the cultural hub of Brisbane.  
 
 

 
In other ‘QSO Fellows’  news, Warwick Adeney is still at 
the helm as Concertmaster and Jason Redman, Principal 
Trombone, has been appointed to the Board of the 
orchestra. 
 
Music has also taken me to the US this year. In June I 
performed at the Ojai Music Festival in California. My 
school friend and colleague, Tim Munro, invited me to 
perform in three concerts of contemporary chamber music 
with his Chicago-based ensemble, ©Eighth Blackbird©. I had 
a fantastic musical experience in a beautiful part of the 
world. 
 
It was a wonderful privilege to be awarded a Fellowship. I 
was able to meet so many incredible musicians and to 
expand my understanding and skills. It was a professional 
development experience like no other, which is of benefit to 
Queenslanders who love music, especially now that I am a 
permanent member of our State Orchestra, one organisation 
through which I will aim to enrich the community. I am 
sure that Irit will have an amazing journey. I look forward 
to working with her on her return. Bon voyage! Irit. 
Alexis Kenny 

 
From Matthew Shepherd - 2006 ATC 
Refresher Courses 

I have just hosted an Air Traffic Flow Management 
Conference from October 26-29 
 http://www.airservicesaustralia.com/projectsservices/indust
ryforums/global5atfmc/default.asp 
 
Attendees from Japan, USA, Belgium, France, Indonesia, 
Canada, Singapore, Hong Kong, South Africa, Bangladesh, 
and Thailand attended the conference held at Southbank. 
 
The conference explored the current state of Air Traffic 
Management with a particular emphasis on Flow 
management of aircraft; that is how do we manage the flow 
of traffic on a national and international network basis.  
 
From Esma Nash 
1998 Dementia Care 
 
I©m now retired and should do something about my contact 
with Churchill Fellows. My neglect is almost unforgivable.  
  
Interestingly I had a request this week for a copy of my 
fellowship report. Which is amazing after 10 years, so I 
read is again last night and yes, there is still good stuff that 
is relevant for today. 
I will endeavour to keep in touch  
 Esma Nash. 
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Email from Corinne Unger 12/10/09 
2009 Abandoned Mine Rehabilitation and Post Mining Land Use,  
The James Love Churchill Fellowship 

 
I am back from my 6 week trip around the world looking at 
inspiring abandoned mine rehabilitation programs and post mining 
land uses. It was amazing how everyone made such an effort to 
make me feel welcome and to cram as much in during each visit. 

There were several trips underground and quite a few loooong 
days… The record was last Tuesday’s trip by car from Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, to the Britannia Mine north of Vancouver on the 
road to Whistler ski resort, (one of the sites hosting the Winter 
Olympics in February 2010) … We left at 5.45am (in the dark) and 
drove 2 hours north, picking up others from the Crown 
Contaminated land program along the way, then drove onto the car 
ferry which took us to mainland British Columbia. From there we 
drove north to the Britannia copper mine, (now closed). Equipped 
with safety gear, we inspected the underground plug and piping 
system which collects and delivers Acid Mine Drainage to a water 
treatment plant, then we inspected the lime dosing plant itself, 

which overlooks the picturesque Howe Sound enclosed by snow capped mountains. 

We then travelled uphill by 4WD through tall sub-alpine forests and logging areas across fast flowing streams to the 
location where mining commenced not far below the treeline. There I saw the small open cut pit, and sludge disposal from 
the water treatment plant was explained.  

After finding we had a flat tyre, (which was fixed in no time due to lots of past practice) we travelled back down the 
forested mountain to the edge of Howe Sound to see marine recovery since acid mine drainage interception and treatment 
had commenced. A new movie was being filmed nearby (this area is called ‘Hollywood of the north). 

Arriving at the local café 5 mins before it closed (around 3pm) we had a late lunch  (the best meal ever even though it was 
just a toasted ham cheese and tomato bagel), we drove back to the car ferry, then cruised back across the sea to Nanaimo as 
the sun set  then drove 2 hours back to Victoria. The weather had been clear and beautiful (about 15 deg C max out of the 
wind) which my hosts told me was most unusual - the mine was a bleak cold place when raining or snowing. We arrived 
back in the dark around 8.30pm. Whew what a day! 

My whole trip went well, all the hours spent planning and organising paid off but I am very tired, jet lagged and I caught a 
cold on the last day (so glad I didn’ t get sick earlier as I 
met many people with colds). During that last week in 
particular I could feel myself running down but it was 
still good and I was glad to have a rest day before flying 
home although I was keen to see my family again.  
 
Corinne�Unger 
Photo: Brown coal mining in eastern Germany 
 
 

 
Date Claimer 

 
CFAQ Annual General Meeting 2010 
 

29 April 5.30 pm –7.30pm 
 

State Library, River Deck  
 

Finger food and Drinks will be provided 
 

� � � �� � 
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190 Churchill Fellows and there guests welcomed the 
2009 Churchill Fellows at our annual dinner held at the 
Parliamentary Annexe on the 7th August. The response to 
the dinner invitation was far greater than expected and 
the Annexe was stretched to maximum capacity. We will 
need a larger venue next year. 
 
Nevertheless everyone seemed to enjoy themselves aided 
by the enthusiastic and diverse company that only 
Churchill Fellows can supply. 
The eveny was very further enhanced by the Flute and 
Clarinet duets played by Churchill Fellows Alexis Kenny 
and Irit Silver. Irit had not even received her Churchill  
Certificate at that stage. She was unable to attend the 
Churchill Fellowship presentations at Government House 
due to an important rehersal. Thankyou both for a 
delightful performance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Robyn Potter who will resign from the committee at the 
end of this year, was the Master of Ceremonies for the 
night. Robyn has been a committee member of long 
standing. She will be missed. 

 
Churchill Medalions were awarded to 20 Fellows who  
had returned from their studies and submitted reports to 
the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 
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Sunday 13th December 2009 

3.30 pm – 9 pm 
 

Hosted by Richard & Julie Roylance  
15 Foothill Place 

The Gap   
Brisbane 4061 * 

 
 

An early BBQ dinner at 5 pm. 
 

Wine/ Beer/ Soft Drinks and Meat will be provided. 
Fellows should bring a Salad, Dessert or Christmas treat. 

 
 

RSVP  Wednesday 10th December 2009 
 
Email: rroylance1@mac.com (preferred) 
Phone: 0411 601 681 

  
* See map attached. 
 
 NOTE:  access via the easement at the back of the property to avoid a steep  
 climb up the front yard! 
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