Retiring Presidents Report 2004/2005

From the President

Annual Churchill Dinner

News From Fellows

40™ Anniversary Churchill Story Hall Exhibition
National Convention

Reflections from Mother Elvie

Jim O’ Donnell (93 Police Corruption):
Email jodnod@bigpond.com

Kate White (82 Drug Abuse Programs— NT)
Email. katewhite@eftel.com.au

Nouo,rwhpk

Rob Graham (03 Marine Search & Rescue)
E-mail rtmgraha@bigpond.net.au

David Miller (03 Magnet Recognition Program)
Email davidmiller_ @health.gld.gov.au

Jane Virtue (87 Sailing Teaching :
Email jane.virtue@bigpond.com

Sharyn Hall (01 Photo Images to Fabric)
Email: sharyn.hall@ug.net.au

THE WINSTON CHURCHILLMEMORIAL
TRUST:

Churchill House, 30 Balmain Crescent, ACTON,
ACT2601

Ph. 02 62478333 : Freecall 1800777231: Fax
0262498944

website:// www.churchilltrust.com.au 2005 CFAQ Subscription is due !!

Your association needs you
Pay $25 to the Treasurer, Rob Graham
Not sure if you are financial? Ring or email Rob.
If you use direct debit don't forget to put your
name on it, or it will get lost in the system!!
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Thisismy last president’ s report as | shall be handing
over to anew president. It has been a very enjoyable
and fulfilling experience. In the last three years | feel |
have got to know alot more Fellows and of course it
never ceases to amaze me that even though our
interests are diverse, we are held together by that
common Churchill thread. | thank the committee
members for being part of that great experience.

2004/5 has been a year of records, achievements and
instigations of major new projects-

CFAQ Membership reached 225, This, | think, is
largely due to the persistence of our treasurer, Jim
O'Donnell who set up adirect debit system to make
the payment of subs easier and an email list which
enables us to keep Fellows up to date with events and
give them the odd reminder. It has also saved us alot
of postage. A record 201 Fellows and guests attended
the annual dinner. Thanks also to Noelawho standsin
for Jim when he is away.

New Projects
- Hosting the 3 Churchill Fellows National

Convention and 40™ Anniversary of the first
Churchill Fellows 9 -12 June 2006. A
committee has been formed to plan and run
this event and as detailed plans are further
developed we will call for greater
participation from Queensland Fellows.
Queensland’s contribution to the 40™
Anniversary of the Churchill Trust - the
Churchill Banner display by the Museum of
Brisbane (MoB) in the Foyer of the City Hall
1 September 2005 — 30 January 2006.
Twelve Banners will tell the Story of Sir
Winston and the Churchill Trust and eleven
Fellows from a cross section of years and
subjects will tell the Fellows' stories and
hopefully encourage future applicants. We
thank the Trust for providing funding for this
event.
CFA Webpage, primarily to publicise the
National Convention but also to be able to
assist with our communi cations with
potential Churchill Fellows. It isfairly basic
at the moment but will grow to meet the
demands of the time.

Our ties with the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust
were further strengthened with the first National
meeting of presidents or representatives from all state
CFAs, which was held in Canberrain October to plan

the states contributions to the 40" anniversary of the
formation of the Trust and the awarding of the first
Fellowships. The Trust recognizes that the CFAs have
the opportunity to make an important contribution,
especialy in recruiting potential Fellows.

Networking with other states was also enhanced by
this meeting and the National Gathering (now
Convention) which was held in Tasmania June

The AGM last year was held in the Supreme Court
Ceremonia Banco Court, thanks to Supreme Court
Librarian Aladin Rahemtula (02/03 Legal Museums)
who was also our guest speaker. During the year as
data base keeper, Aladin took Brian Wilson's years of
diligent work to a higher level, which makes record
keeping easier. Unfortunately Aladin isleaving the
committee this year due to work pressures, thank you
Aladin and wife Mary who is a great proof reader.

Social eventsfor the year were —
The 2" National Gathering in Hobart,
attended by 11 Queendlanders
The Annual Dinner and welcome to 2004
Fellows — guest speaker, the Honourable
Paul de Jersey, Chief justice of Queendland.
Visit to Don Powell’s Sculpture in wood
studio
Christmas BBQ at Sharyn and Rob Hall’s
Brookfield home.

Thank you to the Fellows who acted as minders for
the Churchill Interviews at the Supreme Court in
April and especially to Norm Jagger and Sharyn Hall
who organized the roster.
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Thisismy first “From the President” as at the Annual
General Meeting on the 12 April, 2005, | was elected
President of the CFAQ as Jane did not seek re-
election. | would like to take this opportunity to
publicly thank Jane for the excellent work she has
done at the helm for the past 3 years. She will
however be staying on the Committee and continue to
produce the Churchill Newsletter and co-ordinate the
events for the National Convention next year.

| would also like to thank our departing Committee
members, Aladin Rahemtula and Ruth Stonely for
their input and assistance during their time on the
committee. Aladin was responsible for converting our
Churchill Data Base onto a new computerised product
which has proved extremely beneficial to al of us.




Congratulations to our new Treasurer, Rob Graham
(03 Marine Search & Rescue) who was also elected
to that position at the AGM. He will take over my
previous role.

The AGM was a great success and thanks to Alison
Taafe (04 Culinary Arts) and her staff for the great
food and service. A special thanksto Gwyn Roberts
(74Music —Y outh Orchestra) and his wife Jenny for
agreat musical performance during the night.

A flyer has been attached to this newdletter for those
Fellows who have an email address and who are not
as yet on our email data base. | would be pleased if
you could email me your particulars.

Thisyear’s Annual dinner, on Friday 29 July 2005,
will be held at Parliament House and the Governor
will bein attendance More later about this function in
the newdletter.
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After including the CFAQ AGM into the 40"
Anniversary celebrations and billing it as the 40"
AGM | had a note from Geoffrey Swan, CFAQ's
Founding President, to tell me........

“The Trust isforty years old but the Churchill
Fellows Association started in 1971. The inaugural
meeting was chaired by Justice Campbell, later Sir
Walter, was held at the University of Queendand.”
My apologies, | am glad someone out there helps to
keep me on my toes, otherwise heavens knows what |
might write!!

While | was talking to Geoff | got from him alist of
all the Past Presidents
Geoff Swan ,George Thornber, Barry Appleton, Hugh

Lavery, Harold Caulfield (Deceased), Topsy Moffat,
Merryl Pappas, Colin Blumson, Noel Busch, Stuart
Pegg, Jeff Shaw, Brian Hutchinson, Jane Virtue
If | have left anyone off the list please let me know

Congratulations to M eryl Papas (70 Chor eogr aphy)
for her Australia Day award of the Order of Australia
for her work in Rhythmic Gymnastics and
choreography

Congratulations also to Bruce Tully ( 03 Australian
Jewellery) for hisperformanceinthe ABC's
Australian Story. Great publicity for Churchill
Scholarships.

Thankyou to all the contributions sent to me for the
newd etter. Keep up the good work.
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Gerry Cummins and Jill Stehn in Tasmania
“Mission lets light shine through” — caption
heading article in The Mercury (Hobart) March 28
2005

After six months and $200,000 of painstaking
restoration, the stained-glass chancel window at St
Mary’s Cathedral was unveiled during mass
yesterday.

Asadark curtain was drawn, it revealed spectacular,
vibrant coloured glass, sparkling as new.

The window was made in 1868 by the English firm
John Hardman and Co as a tribute to Hobart' s first
Catholic bishop Robert Wilson.

It was removed six months ago for much needed
repairs and restoration by Hobart’s Gavin Merrington
and Queendand restorers Gerry Cummins (02
Stained Glass Restoration) and Jill Stehn.

Mr Cummins said “when we came down here we were
full of foreboding, we thought that we might be
having a window that was fairly well ruined and may
only last another 100years’.Now they expect the
window to last 400 to 500 years.

Mr Cummins said the window was one of Australia's
finest examples of neo-Gothic stained glass.

The window was compl etely dismantled and every
one of the thousands of individual pieces of glasswas
cleaned or repaired as necessary and reinstalled.
Tourswere held in the project studio during the
restoration work so that the public were not only able
to observe international restoration practices and
procedures but also have them explained.

Editors Note - Congratulations Gerry and Jill you
deserve all the good publicity from Tasmania.
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Email from Darcy Redman (04 Drinking Water
Quality)
Thanks Jim for the cheery message. People over here
have been wonderful and we have seen and learned so
much. Wearein Las Vegas having just completed
the Water Quality Association conference and about
to head off to Phoenix and Tucson tomorrow. Las
Vegas Convention Centre holds twenty-three
thousand events per year and the airport has thirty-
seven million incoming visitors per year.
Water treatment isincredibly big business with public
and private organisationsin at every level.

We will make every effort to be at the dinner and we
feel obligated to come back to Aus just to be there!
(save us a steak, vegemite, Bundy etc)




We are deeply grateful for our motor home (these big
ones are called RVs over here) asit separates us from
the hamburger diet chain.
Cheers, Karin and Darcy
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Email from Lynn Kennedy (88 Papiloma Virus)

Bill and I will be out of the country for four months
and thiswill be ayearly event. We have bought an old
narrow boat and will be on the canals and rivers of the
UK for the British spring each year. Regardsto all
Lynn
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Email from Kirsty Wright (03 DNA Profiling)

Just wanted to send a quick e-mail to let you know
what | have been doing the last few weeks. Last year |
spent 2 months visiting the UK and USA to
investigate improved methods of DNA for Disaster
Victim Identification (DV1s).

Last month | was approached by the AFP (Australian
Federal Police) to go to Thailand to take on the role
of manager of the DNA team for the International
DVI effort. Initially thiswas to be for a month.
However, | was able to make alot of progressin that
short time, and was therefore asked to stay for atotal
of 5 months.

Thisis definitely a huge challenge and honour, as this
isthelargest DVI in the World®history. The
information and experience | gained while on my
Fellowship last year has played a major role in my
work and the overall improvements that have been
made to the International effort

I would like to once again extend my thanks to the
Fellowship for their support. Once my work has been
completed in Thailand, | would love to give a
presentation for all members. Currently | am spending
1 week in Australia, and 4 weeksin Thailand.
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Shannon Garson (04 Ceramic Decoration)

Hi everyone,

Thisismy latest work. Her
name is Daphne Violet
Hart and she was born on

the 9th of February.

| think she®the most
beautiful baby ever born!
Shannon

Congratulations, you would not be biased by any

chance would you? - Editor
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Scott Fowler (03 Screenwriting)

Thought I might touch base and include something for
the newdletter.

My Fellowship (Screenwriting 03) was aimed at
encouraging the potential | had demonstrated as a
young writer. It led me around the world to study with
directors and writers and actors, one of which has
taken aninterest inafilm | have written. Thisisan
ongoing project that | have future hopes for.

More exciting for me though is my latest project — the
drafting of my first novel. | spent three months last
year on the beaches of Thailand in monsoon weather
and wrote half the first draft. Later thisyear, | will
return and complete it.

An excerpt and synopsis are included here in case the
Fellows may be interested in having aread.

"The Flood That No One Remembers

isthetrue story of....
Fitzroy (aMelbourne suburb) in 1919 asiit struggles
to respond to the enormous change and hardship
brought about by World War One. The book inserts
fictional characters - Adelaide Blackbird and the two
men who love her, a priest and akiller - into the real-
life historical backdrop of a Fitzroy ruled by two
gangs seeking to wipe each other out. Returned
soldiers wash into Brunswick Street. The anti-alcohol
movement is powerful. A lethal influenzavirus
sweeps the streets killing thousands. The gangs fight
out the Fitzroy Vendetta - a deadly revenge war.
Caught in it all are Adelaide and her family. Through
them, the novel explores how our histories keep
repeating themselves - in underworld dlayings, in
wars, in love - and how we use our memories to
negotiate these things that flood our lives with blood
or joy (anexcerpt will be published in the next
newsl etter)
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From the Herston Weekly, Royal Brishane and
Women'’s Hospital, via Stuart Pegg (74 Burn
Injuries)

In March 2005 the infectious Diseases day therapy
unit was named the “Richard Kemp Day Therapy
Unit”. The unit was named in honour of former
director of Infectious Diseases, Dr Richard Kemp (80
I nfectious Diseases) who died in 1995, and whose
work in that field was nationally and internationally
recognized...

Dr Tony Allworth, Director of Infectious Diseases,
who has worked to ensure that the unit was re named
after Richard Kemp praised his achievements,
particularly the positive effect his personal touch had
on the lives of his patients.

<




MUSEUM OF BRISBANE
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The Churchill Fellows Story Hall exhibition marks the 40" year of the Winston Churchill Memorial
Trust, a perpetual memorial in honour of Sir Winston Churchill. The principal activity of the trust is the
award of Memorial Fellowships, known as * Churchill Fellowships', that provide financial assistance to
enable Australians to further their search for excellence overseas. There are no prescribed qualifications,
academic or otherwise, for the awarding of Churchill Fellowships — merit is the primary test. 3,000
Australians have now been awarded Churchill Fellowships. 2006 marks 40 years since the first
Queenslander was awarded a Churchill Fellow.

This Story Hall exhibition celebrates both of these milestones by telling the stories of eleven, Brisbane-
based Churchill Fellows. It is being undertaken in a partnership between the Museum of Brisbane (MoB)
and the Churchill Fellows' Association of Queensland (CFAQ). A major aim of the exhibition isto raise
community awareness of Churchill Fellowships and to encourage more people to apply for them. The
exhibition will demonstrate the broad cross-section of people who have received Churchill Fellowships.

An official opening will be held at the City Hall on 1 September. Churchill Fellows will receive an
invitation from the MoB in August.

The following Churchill Fellows have been selected for this exhibition

1966 Brian Wilson, Glaucoma (one of the first Fellows)
1974 Stuart Pegg, Medicine Burns
1984 Adele Rice English as a second Language
1977 Robert Boughen, Music - Organ
1986 Rhyl Hinwood, Sculpture
1992 Dimity Dornan Audio Verba Speech
2000 Sean Leahy, Political Cartooning
2003 Bob Dobbs, Horticulture in Parks
2003 Rob Graham, Marine Search and Rescue
2003 Bruce Tully, Australian Jewellery
2003 Kirsty Wright, DNA Profiling

CFAQ isindebted to The Winston Churchill Memoria Trust for funding assistance for this event
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If you missed the national Gatherings in Canberra and Hobart, you really must
not miss this one —a great chance to meet other Fellows, network and just
have a good time, see you there!!

FRIDAY EVENING 9 June
Lord Mayor’s Civic Reception Brisbane City Hall 6.pm

SATURDAY 10 June

Day’s Events in the city centre and South Bank precinct:

Choice of -
Lectures and Presentations by local Fellows
Visits to local Fellows workplaces featuring prepared displays
Guided tours to Galleries exhibiting work by local Fellows
Lunch — own choice, a choice of many restaurants in the area.

SATURDAY EVENING
Convention Dinner

SUNDAY: 11 June

Morning

Church Services

Day’s Events at the Roma Street Parklands:
Amphitheatre: Presentations, Musical items and Artistic Performances
Gardens: Guided walks featuring vegetation and sculptures
Lunch on the lawns

MONDAY:12 June

Morning Event:

Convention conclusion: Breakfast at Southbank

Post Convention tours to Churchill Fellow® Workplaces and Galleries etc (by prior
arrangement)

Time is marching on —we would really appreciate an indication of your possible
intention to attend. We will then set up an email list and keep you updated with any
program changes

Jane Virtue, 3 Hawk Parade Thornlands, Q4164 Ph 07 32866171, Mob 0418876712
jane.virtue@bigpond.com
Please pass the info to other Fellows




Elvie Munday Churchill Trust ‘Mother Hen’ 1970 -
2001

“Could | cometo the Churchill Trust, which was situated
in a demountable building at the ANU, and “fill in” for
3 weeks’? Thiswas the question asked of me back in
1970. | had not worked since my marriage in 1961and |
was not sure what the Chief Executive Officer, Dr Ivor
M eddleton would expect of me. At that time the Trust
was publishing certain Final Reports and the first one |
was asked to edit and type was by Mr Cyril Henschke.a
Winemaker/Manager from South Australia. Mr Henschke
studied new devel opments in wine making, an extremely
fascinating and interesting report. (He also produced the
most wonderful wines that were used exclusively at
Churchill Trust functions). Next | was asked to edit and
type areport by Mr J Chaston, Building I nspector and
Town Clerk, City of Brighton, South Australia. Mr
Chaston went to investigate and obtain information on the
collection, treatment and disposal of garbage and refuse.
What wonderfully diverse and interesting topics!! As|
learned more about the Trust and its Fellows | realised
that it was something very special, something that really
did help Australians from all walks of life and through

them, and the knowledge that they gained, it helped
Australia

When Dr Meddleton asked me to work full-time for the
Trust (school hours only for the first couple of years) |
was well and truly “hooked” by this wonderful
organisation and the diverse nature of the fellowships that
it offered. So more than 31 years and four Chief
Executive Officerslater | can quite definitely say that,
apart from my own family, the Churchill Trust and all it
stands for became my life. | like to think of the Churchill
Fellows as being my Churchill family and to most of
them | am “Mother Elvie.” | took my responsibilities to
the Fellows very seriously and when | retired | had been
“Mother Elvie” to 2468 Churchill Fellows. Although | am
retired from the Trust | continue to have contact with
many of the Fellows via email, which is wonderful, and |
am so happy to see Churchill Fellows when they visit me
at home. | am surethat “my” Fellowswill always be a
large part of my life. Sometime ago | introduced my
daughter Karen to one of the ACT Fellows — she said, “I
am pleased to meet you — Mum saysthat | am to ask you
to sing at her funeral!”

Dr Meddleton retired from the Trust in 1976 and at that
time | was appointed Assistant Executive Officer. My
duties included all details regarding Churchill Fellows —
helping many of them with their applications and, when
successful, handling all aspects of their travel and
administrative arrangements. . Thisincluded my being
able to meet the new Fellows personally by attending
various State Presentation Ceremonies (making sure that
they wore their badges which they should continue to
wear with great pride) and Churchill Fellows' dinners. It
was wonderful to hear the speeches about their
Fellowships as well as them meeting the “lady from
Canberrawith the grey hair” who would be helping them
with their arrangements. (I am sure that some of the early
Fellows were responsible for my premature greying!) At
the State Churchill Fellows' dinnersthe earlier Fellows
would laugh at the advice | passed on to the new Fellows
— particularly on how to wash and dry their smalls, keep
notes every day no matter how tired they were and if they
wanted to go to extra countries or to see a Broadway
show they could “at their own expense!!. The early
Fellows would laugh at these 4 words as they had heard
them before and they knew them to be true!)

At the Presentation Ceremonies, held in the various State
Government Houses, the recipients - most of whom were
extremely nervous - would arrive with their guestsand |
would try to reassure them that everything would be OK



and that they should enjoy the wonderful experience of
being presented with their Certificate of Award and
badge by the Governor. | cameto understand their
nervousness when, in 1993, | was at Government House
in Canberra accepting my Order of AustraliaMedal. |
was awarded this for servicesto The Winston Churchill
Memorial Trust of Australiaand | felt extremely
honoured to accept this Award on behalf of all Churchill
Fellows. | was pleased to share this day with one of the
ACT Fellows, David Y oung who was presented with his
Order of Australian Medal on the same day.

For the new Fellows this was their special day and it
concluded with a Churchill Fellows' Dinner in the
evening where they gave atalk about their project and
what they hoped to achieve. My task for the evening was
to listen to their speeches and try to match them up with
earlier Fellowsin asimilar field who could help them
with contacts etc. They were aso told that the welcome
mat would always be there for them at Churchill House in
Canberra. .

This closeness with the Fellows did not cease after they
returned from their Fellowship travels—as | havetold
them often — they will be Elvie's Fellows until | die. The
ongoing personal relationships formed with so many have
included their families, their happy

times and their sad times

Whilst overseas “Dear Elvie” postcards were obligatory
and | think | received the most postcards of anyonein
Canberra.

Even now early Fellows send me postcards to my home
address whenever they are overseas or even on holiday
within Australia (“at their own expense’’).

| believe that | have had the most rewarding and
interesting career one could wish for and | will aways
follow the work of the Churchill Trust and “my” Fellows
with great pride. | have indeed been blessed and | am
very glad that | accepted the original 3 week offer!
Chur chill Fellows will never know how much they
mean to me and how truly blessed | have been tobea
part of their lives
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Excerpt from Courier Mail 12/05/05

Percy Trezize, pilot artist, conservationist, who died in
Cairns recently, painted many landscapes, wrote dozens
of children’s books, found the great cave art repositories
of Cape Y ork and encouraged north Queensland
Aborigina artists and writers.

He was instrumental in bringing Aboriginal rock art
images to be seen by contempory eyes

Travelling on a Churchill Fellowship in 1972 to look at
major rock art overseas, he concluded that Cape Y ork
offered probably the largest body of rock art in the world

<

Stop press from the Supreme Court Library
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- Just released by the Supreme Court of Queensland

Library is“ Shared Vision”, a biography of Dr Brian
Wilson edited by Aladin Rahemtula , the Supreme Court
Librarian. The book is based on a series of oral history
interviews conducted by Mr Rahemtula. Brian' s
excellent memory reaches back to his early lifein

I pswich, studying medicine at the University of

- Queendland, being a Resident Medical Officer at the
' Royal Brisbane Hospital and his yearsin private practice

as an ophthalmologist. Quoting from the preface by The
Honourable Paul de Jersey, AC, Chief Justice of
Queendand “it isimpossible to quantify the number of
lives he has enriched with hisimmense humility, kindness
and enthusiastic outlook.” Churchill fellows will recall

- that for many years Brian was in charge of the
- membership database — and did a terrific job. The book is

an easy and interesting read.

Order now from the Supreme Court Library. Order form
enclosed with thisissue. (The Library is distributing the
book on Dr Wilson's behalf)

For newdetters sent by email the order form is attached
in a separate pdf file



